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Whoever controls the media…  
controls the culture. 

— Allen Ginsberg*

Working with the media

* http://www.famous-quotations.com
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MEDIA RELEASE

WHO congratulates South Africa on tobacco control efforts

Pretoria - The World Health Organization (WHO) has praised the South African Government for 
its Bill, which proposes amendments to the Tobacco Products Control Act of 1993, hailing the 
amendments as visionary and a move forward in protecting the public’s health from the impacts 
of tobacco consumption.
 “I am very proud of the country’s strong tobacco control efforts, and this Bill raises the bar 
in terms of tobacco control legislature globally. The country is an example to others in terms of 
political commitment for the tobacco epidemic,” said Dr Welile Shasha, WHO’s representative in 
South Africa.
 The amended Tobacco Products Control Act will be in line with the WHO Framework Con-
vention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), a global public health tool to fight the worldwide threat of 
tobacco. 
 “South Africa was one of the first signatories of the FCTC in June, and has indicated its inten-
tion to ratify it. We wish the country well in the forthcoming legislative process, which will 
prepare the way for South Africa’s early ratification of the FCTC,” said Dr Vera da Costa e Silva, 
head of WHO’s Tobacco Free Initiative in Geneva.
 The FCTC has provisions on advertising and sponsorship, tax and price increases, labelling, 
smuggling and second-hand smoke. As soon as 40 countries ratify the Convention, it becomes 
law for those countries. The FCTC is the first international treaty ever to be negotiated by WHO, 
the principal health agency of the United Nations.
 The Bill proposes substantial increases in fines for those who break the law, particularly with 
regard to allowing smoking in public places; larger health warnings on packaging, including pic-
ture messages; bans on false descriptors such as “low-tar” or “mild”; a ban on duty-free cigarettes; 
and prohibiting any person under 18 years to be in a designated smoking area in a public place. 
 The Bill was published today in the Government Gazette, and is open to public comment until 
17 November 2003.

E n d s 

Issued by the World Health Organization, Pretoria

Enquiries: Greer van Zyl: Health Information & Promotion:  083 647 7045; gvzyl@un.org.za
 Dr Welile Shasha: WHO Liaison Officer: 083 677 7704; wshasha@un.org.za
 Melinda Henry: Information Officer,  09-41-22- 791-2535; henrym@who.int
 Director-General’s Office, WHO, Geneva  
  
Updated status of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control:
http://www.who.int/tobacco/fctc/signing_ceremony/countrylist/en/

Text of FCTC (in 6 languages):
http://www.who.int/tobacco/fctc/text/final/en/
    

B U I L D I N G  B L O C K S  F O R  T O B A C C O  C O N T R O L :  A  H A N D B O O K



150

��������������

��������������������

Thursday, June 26, 2003
Pacific Daily News
Guam, United States of America

Facts louder than fear in tobacco ban woes

(On June 23) the Pacific Daily News published an article from Honolulu, titled 

“Smoking ban worries businesses”. But fears must be separated from facts, and 

the evidence is clear and compelling: whether in Florida or New York, Hong 

Kong [SAR] or Australia, smoke-free restaurants do not lose money. In fact, in 

many cases, they attract more customers, who are happy to enjoy their meals in 

a healthy, smoke-free environment. 

The most recent study I am aware of was published in the June 2003 issue of 

the Cornell Hotel and Restaurant Administration Quarterly. It documented that 

smoke-free regulations were not associated with adverse economic outcomes in 

New York restaurants and hotels. 

Even on Guam, ask any maitre’d which section is requested and filled, and more 

often and invariably, they’ll point to the non-smoking section. Businesses need 

to listen to the real voice of the greater majority of their customers, who want 

breathable, odour-free, non-hazardous, smoke-free air in the establishments they 

patronize. 

ANNETTE M. DAVID, MD, MPH 
PO Box XXXXX
Tamuning, Guam 96931
Tel: +1 (671) XXX-XXXX
Fax: +1 (671) XXX-XXXX
e-mail: amdavid@yahoo.com

B U I L D I N G  B L O C K S  F O R  T O B A C C O  C O N T R O L :  A  H A N D B O O K




